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Abstract 

The journey towards unhindered development of Photography Education in 
Nigeria has begun.  The adoption of a formal curriculum for photography by 
the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) in June 2013, will not 
only lead to the formal training and certification of Photography diplomates 
beyond 2020, but also usher in decades of development and service delivery 
in both private and public sectors of the economy.  This paper reviewed the 
photography curriculum, profession and career opportunities for diplomates.  
It also offered useful suggestions that would make this young and dynamic 
profession in Nigeria, the envy of all and sundry in the quest for trained and 
certificated technicians and workforce; that will place Nigeria and the entire 
continent on a steady academic, economic and socio-political growth in the 
year 2020 and beyond. 

 
 
 
 The quest for formal education in photography in Nigeria has experienced decades of 
attempts, failures, frustrations and near-success dispositions at various levels of education. . 
Some examining bodies such as National Business and Technical Examinations Board (NABTEB) 
have included Photographic Practice as a subject in the curriculum for NABTEB May/June and 
NABTEB GCE (Nov/Dec) examinations.  This curriculum is mainly implemented by few Technical 
Colleges in Nigeria.  NABTEB also conducts proficiency examination for artisans who are trained in 
workshops through the apprenticeship system, leading to the award of Modular Certificate in 
Photographic practice.  According to Otoba (2011), “Photography and photographic technology have 
been making remarkable impact in global educational development since the advent of the optical and 
chemical processes in the 1930s.”  In Nigeria it has also existed alongside educational development. 
 Photography as a subject has featured in some departments of Nigerian Polytechnics and 
Universities where the National Diploma, Higher National Diploma and Degree respectively are 
awarded.  However, several attempts in the past to make photography a diploma or degree programme 
met brick walls.  The reason for this sorry state was majorly due to non-fulfillment of the 
requirements that satisfy the existing educational policies regarding the take off of such programmes.  
The National Policy on Education (1998) encourages individuals to acquire practical and applied 
skills as well as basic scientific knowledge required  as craftsmen and technicians.  The revised 
edition of that policy in 2004 presents the National Educational goals to include “the acquisition of 
appropriate skills and the development of mental, physical and social abilities and competencies as 
equipment for the individual to live in and contribute to the development of the society.” 
 In pursuance of the laudable goals and objectives of the policy, some technological 
institutions showed interest to pioneer the takeoff of formal educational programme in photography.  
This effort could not be sustained because a formal curriculum has not been developed and adopted 
for photography programme in Nigeria.  The adoption of the curriculum and course specification for 
National Diploma (ND) Programme in Photography by the National Board for Technical Education 
(NBTE) in June 2013, does not only represent the beginning of educational development in the 
faculty, but also a major breakthrough in the training of skilled technicians and workforce.  This will 
enhance the production, maintenance, quality and efficiency of product development and sustainable 
entrepreneurial activities of the unregulated enterprises of the informal sector, in both rural and urban 
areas of the society.  This development in addition to reducing unemployment and poverty, will also 
check the trend of urban migration by the rural populace According to Ruqayyatu (2013), Nigeria 
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needs a “workforce that is knowledgeable and has the flexibility to acquire new skills for new jobs as 
the structures of the economy and occupation change”. 
 
Curricular Development 
 The photography programme is designed to reflect a functional philosophy of education that 
seek to achieve academic excellence and promote the furtherance of knowledge.  The programme 
aims at producing photographers for the society, industries, organizations and commercial concerns 
(NBTE, 2013).  It further states that the diplomate should be able to: 
- assist effectively in running photographic practice, 
- analyse and solve simple problems related to photography, 
- maintain, select and operate both analog and digital tools and equipment used in the 

profession, 
- carry out photographic studio installation and maintenance, 
- apply management principles in organizing supervisory groups  and in the arrangement of 

sequence of activities,  
- display basic entrepreneur skills and 
- apply adequate Information Technology (IT) skills. 
 

The above competencies are to be acquired through a four-semester classroom, laboratory and 
workshop activities in the college and a semester Student Industrial Work Experience Scheme 
(SIWES). 
 The activities also include experiences in General Studies/Education Courses, Foundation 
courses and professional courses.  All the activities leading to the award of the National Diploma 
(ND) are rated in their appropriate weighted ratio with the theory and practical works harmoniously 
integrated.  The design of the units employed the principle of the modular system by product; which 
enables each professional module when completed to provide the student with technician operative 
skills.  This can be used for employment purposes; self-employment and self-reliance.  A project work 
that is properly supervised is expected to be carried out by the final year students, individually or in 
group as part of the requirements for the award of the certificate. 
 The word photography is derived from two Greek words for ‘light’ (phos) and “drawing” 
(graphe).  Literally, photography means “drawing with light”. 
 According to Stensvold (2000), the process of drawing with light has experienced dramatic 
transformation.  At a period, it was without lens by using a pinhole camera and at another, without 
film by using digital camera.  Whatever the development between 1600 and the present century, they 
all qualify as photography.  Photography has contributed remarkably to global educational 
development as well as the technological advancement of Nigeria.  Its activities have been fused into 
the curriculum of both Art and Science disciplines and has been silent partners in the development 
and realization of the general goal of education.  In the Oil and Gas Sector, photography has played 
prominent roles in exploration activities.  Special purpose cameras have been deployed for on-shore 
exploration, under-water welding, diving and surveillance duties of oil installations and check against 
pipeline vandalism. 
 The development of education in the medical sciences cannot be divorced from the 
development of photography.  Copy negatives in form of charts and x-rays are produced in 
specialized sections of the hospital.  It is now common practice to cure ailments with rays of light at 
suitable intensity.  In crime detection and prevention, forensic services are made available through 
photographic technology.  Films and finger prints used during crime investigation are produced and 
verified through photographic tools.  The proposed deployment of card readers by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) for verification purpose during elections, and surveillance 
through circuit cameras mounted at strategic places contribute in no small measure to the maintenance 
of law and order. 
 Most departments of the public sector employ photography in their routine services to be able 
to achieve their set objectives.  Training programmes of the various ministries and agencies, 
awareness campaign programmes such as HIV/AIDS, polio eradication, Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, FHI, USAID, Agricultural Development Projects etc. 
require photograph and films for service delivery.  The military; Navy, Army and Air force who are 
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saddled with the responsibility of protecting life, property and territorial integrity of the nation cannot 
perform effectively without photographic  tools and equipment.  Other public corporations such as 
television, newspaper/magazine publishing houses, advertising agencies, national and state survey 
departments, etc, utilize photography for their daily activities and productions.  According to Fasheke 
(2004), some photographers tackle a wide range of projects in their own establishments while others 
work on one specific field like medical photography or as part of a research team. 
 One of the objectives of photography education is to impact entrepreneurial skills that can 
move the society, industries, organizations and commercial concerns forward.  In Nigeria, the need to 
train artisans for grassroots involvement in building an enviable economy cannot be ignored.  (Otoba, 
2011).  The photography programme offers opportunity to craftsman and artisans for grass root 
mobilization, self reliance and job creation for many in small and medium scale industries.  It also 
offers the movie industry greater opportunity for better productions of home video tapes, cartoon 
video tapes and television advertising strips, which are highly priced in the graphic and mass 
communication industries.  In the education industry, cinematography a branch of photography; is not 
only a research tool, but also a tool for effective instructional delivery. 
 
Infrastructural Requirements for Photography Programme 

The photography programme requires basic infrastructures for effective implementation of the 
curriculum.  According to the Curriculum and course specification (2013), Some of these 
infrastructures include: 
(a)   Design Studio 
(b)  Photographic Studio 
(c) Photographic Laboratory 
(d) Photographic Colour Laboratory 
(e) Computer (Photoshop) Studio and 
(f) Display room 
 

Design is the arrangement of various elements such as line, colour, shapes or forms, tone, 
space, texture etc in accordance with the principles of design (factors to be considered when arranging 
such elements).  Some of the principles of design include balance, rhythm, emphasis or focal point, 
contrast and perspective.  (Umukoro, 2015).  A design studio for photography programme should 
have basic equipment such as drawing tables (A2 size), storage cupboards, work tables (15 x 2.5m2), 
T-square, tracing table, hand trimmers, etc.  The availability of design equipment in the design studio 
will enhance effective planning of photographic activities and proper positioning of photographic 
products. 
 A photographic studio is a well lit and ventilated room where photographic accessories are 
kept and sometimes used.  The studio is mainly used for in-door activities such as shooting, back 
dropping, propping, light filling etc.  Equipment in photographic studio includes:  air conditioner, 
assorted cameras eg. Tin-Lens Reflect Camera (TLR), Single Lens Reflect Camera (SLR), 35mm 
Range finder camera, 35 mm digital camera, medium format camera, view camera etc. accessories 
such as electronic light flash gun, camera tripod, standard lens (50mm), wide angle lens, telephoto 
lens, zoom lens, fish eye lens, camera extension tubes, bellow attachment, focusing bellows, hand 
held meter, camera cable release, filters, reflectors, gadget bag etc.  The studio is the photographer’s 
workshop, it should have a good source of natural light, (which can be closed off with blinds or 
shutters), permit the use of artificial light and sufficient working space.   

According to Hedgecoe (1980), a studio can be anything from an empty room with white 
walls, natural light, camera and reflector, to a complex place packed with sophisticated equipment.  
 Photographic laboratory is also commonly referred to as ‘darkroom’.  The choice and usage 
of light in the laboratory is determined by the nature of material that it comes in contact with. Light 
sensitive materials require special lights to function.  The photographic laboratory consists of two 
sides; the dry side and the wet side (dry and wet benches).  Light sensitive films and papers are 
processed in the laboratory.  Equipment for photographic laboratory include:  condenser enlarger, 
diffusion enlarger, paper dryer, masking frames, darkroom densitometer, developing dishes and tanks, 
developers, studio safelights (red & yellow), exposure meters, fixing chemicals, bromide paper, 
contact proof printers, first aid box, negative viewer, developing timer clock, roll film, hand gloves, 
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tongs, apron, stools, air conditioner, photo-flo chemicals, safety goggle, scissors, calibrated 
containers, worktops etc. 
 Equipment for photographic colour laboratory include:  colour camera enlarger, darkroom 
densitometer, colour analyzer, colour densitometer, manual film processor, automatic film processor, 
gelatine and dichroic filters, developing tanks and reels, developing dishes, photographic paper, roll 
film, masking frames, film negative storage, air conditioner, developing timer clocks, paper dryers, 
magnifying mirror, negative viewer, film holder (tongs), filter tray, photo flo chemicals, hand 
guillotine and trimmers, etc. 
 Computer (Photoshop) studio is essential for the editing, cropping and finishing of 
photographic products.  Equipment for the Photoshop studio includes:  desktop computer units, colour 
printer (A3), scanners (Flatbed and Film) assorted software such as Adobe Photoshop, Light room, 
Image Ready, CorelDraw, in design, etc. CDs, DVDs, external hard drives, screen projector and stand 
etc. 
 Finished products from photographic activities are displayed in a room called “display room”.  
This room offers visitors, critics, connoisseurs and patrons the opportunity to appreciate the products, 
give constructive criticism, suggestions and buy or order for such services. 
 
Conclusion 
 Unhindered development of photography education in Nigeria has begun.  The adoption of 
photography curriculum by the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) is synonymous with 
satisfying the manpower needs for technicians and artisans for the private and public sectors of the 
economy, in the years 2020 and beyond.  Other supervising authorities such as Nigerian Universities 
Commission (NUC) should emulate the ingenuity of NBTE, to develop and adopt similar curriculum 
for Nigerian universities.  There is an urgent need to train indigenous technologists and professionals 
in photography, who will not only supply the required skills for industrial development but also train 
and educate others. 
 
Recommendations 
 Academic programme in Photography is new in Nigeria with the pioneer initiative by NBTE 
for Nigerian Polytechnics and Colleges of Technology.  It is recommended that Nigerian Universities 
Commission (NUC) should emulate this initiative and start similar programme in the University. 
 Parents should encourage their children to use the opportunity offered by NBTE to educate 
themselves in Photography.  There are endless career opportunities for diplomats in the public and 
private sectors, both locally and internationally. 
 Government should assist to build photographic studios, laboratories and classrooms in 
schools where the programme is mounted.  She should also endeavour to assist in equipping these 
studios and laboratories with relevant equipment and accessories. 
 Through the Education Trust Fund (ETF), Petroleum Development Trust Fund (PDTF) and 
other similar agencies, government should award overseas scholarship to candidates to study degree 
and postgraduate degree courses in photography.  This will accelerate the training of specialists in the 
field, who will in turn accept teaching appointments in polytechnics and universities beyond 2020. 
 The National Board for Technical Education should encourage polytechnics and colleges of 
technology to mount the National Diploma programme and also ensure that standard is maintained 
through regular resource inspection accreditation and reaccredidation of courses.  
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